CHAPTER IX.
The Girl and the Rabbit.

Wind and rain rioted in the wood,
llnll ocensionally both fell upon the
Mbrary windows with a howl and a
splash. The tempest bhad wakened

+ It seemed that every chimney In
fhe Bouse held a screaming demon.
'We wers now well launched upon De
sember, and 1 was growing used to my
serroundings. 1 had offered mysell

tly as & target by land sod wa-
3.1 had sat on the wall and tempted

: and 1 had roamed the house comn-|
I.lr expecting to surprise Bates in| |
some act of treachory; but the days|

passing monotonously., Twice I

géen the red tam-o'shanter far

the wood, and once I had

my young ncqualntance with
moother girl, a dark, laughlug young-

star, walking In the highway, and m\
Even |

bowed to me ladikerently.

Ihe ghost m the wall proved incon-|
istant, but 1 had twice heard the steps|

without belng able 10 account for them

 Memory kept plucking my sleeve
with remindors of my grandfather.” 1
‘was touched at finding constantly his
marginal notes in the hooks he had
eolected with 8o much intelligence and

ving care. It occurred to me that
some memorial, o tablet attached to
Jl.he guter wall, or perhaps, more prop-
arly placed In the chepel, would be 6t
rtl.ng and | experimented with designs
for it covoring many sleets of draw-
fne piper in an afort to set forth ln a
few words some hint of hia charazter.
©u this gray morning I produced this:

1815
Che lite of John Marshall Glenarm
was a testimony 10 the virrue of
gencrosity, forbearance and gentleness
Che beautitul things be loved
were not nebler than his own day:
Bis grandson iwho served bim 11l
writes this of bim
1901

T hnd sketched thesze words cn &
plece of cardboard and was studring
thom critically when Bates cans In
with wood. .

*I'hey're unmistakable snowflakes,
alr” he remarked from the window.
*We're in for winter now.”

It was undeniably snow; great laxy
fakes of it were crowding down upoa
4he wood.

Bates had not mentioned Morgan or
waforred even remotely to the pistol
sbot of my.first night, and he had cer-
falnly conducled himsell as a model
deérvant. The gardener at St. Agatha's,
a Scotchman named Ferguson, had vis
Mad him several times, and T had sur-
prised them once [nnocently enjoyving
thelr pipes and whisky and water In
e kitchen

“They are baving trouble at the
mchool, sir,” observed Bates

“The young ladies running & little
wild, eh?"

“Sister Theresa's lll, sir. Ferguson
old me last night. And Ferguson says
that Miss Deverenx's devotlon to her
amat Is quite touckng "

I stood up straight and stared at
Bates' back—he was trying to stop the
mitle which the wind had set up In
ane of the windows

“Misa Devorwux '™

*hat's the name, sir—rather odd,
1 should call 1t.”

*Yas, It I rather odd.” T sald, com
posed again, but aot refercidhe to the
aame. My mind was busy with 4 ces
tuin paragraph in my grandfather's
will:

“Ghould he fail at any time during
mld year to comply with this
afon, sald property shall at once revert
0 my general ettate, and become
without reservation, and without ne
eesmity for any process of law, the
property. abanlute'v, of Marian Dev
sritx, of the eounty and state of New
York "

"Your grandfather was
%er sir. 2he and 3iater
abrond At the time he dicd. [T ¥as m3
socrowic] duty o N them the s
mews In New York, slr, when they
Janded."

“The devil it was!™ It irritated me
to remember that Bates koew exantly
the pnature of my gprandfather’s wil!
Bister Theresa and her nlece
doubiless calmly awalting my
8o remain ut Glenarm House
ke discipliuary yoear

I had given little thought to Sistor
Theresa since coming 1o Glenarm. She
Bad detived her knowledge of me fny
my grandfather, and, sueh belng the

© eano, sho would naturally 1 mon
e B8 a hinckguard and
the peace of the neighborhood. | had
ithorefore kept rgld!
of the stone wall.

“Batest™
. He was moving toward the door with
hir charactoristie slow atep

"Il your felend Morgan, or any ono
jelve, should shoot me, or If 1 should

ftumble to the lake, or otherwlse end
fmy esrthly earoer—DBatea!”

Hiz eyes had slipped from mine to
the window and I spoke bls name

:gu. Mr. Glenarm."

“Then Sinter Theresa's nleoe would
oot this property mdomrthlu olue
that belonged to Mr. Glensrm

“That's of the

my
has wind to

very fogd of
Theresa were

we
fmalune
during

[ 4
JiL

)

nmen

¥ o my owg sld

matter, sir.”

“Movgan, the -unl-t.
mu?ul-ut-m [
ot £

Bred at me through the vnmlnw the
night 1 came,—Pates'™

I walted for his eyes to meet mine
again His hands opeéned and shut
several times and alarm and fear con
vulsed his face.

“Hates,
well of you; but 1 want you to under
stand,"—1 the table with my
clenched hand,—"that If these women,

Sn

-
—

| Smote the Table With My Clenched

I'm going to Ke
grandfather, an
¥ Year heéere And
man wished me I'll give
this house and every acre of
and
carries wit
thing! I » sherlll or
some kind of a constable with jurisdie-
tion over this place, and | could have

o i

them
grounda
damned doliar the estate
h ft. And

puppose there's a

eVery

now one

| the whaole lot of you put into jall for

conspiracy, sut I'm golog to stand out
against you alone.—do you understand
me, you ! pocrite, you stupid, slinking
spy? Answer me, Quick, before 1
throw you out of the room!"”

1 had worked myssif into & great
passion and (fairly roared my chal-
lenge, pounding the table o my rage.

“Yes, air; | quite undewtand you,
sir. Put I'm afrald, sir=-"

“03f course you're afraid!” | shoulisd
| enraged anew by his halting spessh.
*You have avery resson in the world
to be afrald. You've probably heard
that I'm a bad lot and & worthlesa ad-
venturer; but you can tell Sister The
' resa or Plekering or anybody you
please thateI'm ten times as bad as
I've ever been painted. Now clear out
of hers'”

I knocked abant the library all morn-
tng without easing my spirit, and
after lunchean | went off for a tramp.
Winter had indeed come and pos
seasedd the earth, and It had glven me
a new landscape. The inow continued
to fall In great, heavy fakes and the
ground was whitening fast

A rahbit's track my eve and
1 followed it. hardly coascious that 1
di1 s0. Then the clear print of two
small shoes mingled with the rabbit's
trafl. A few moments later 1 pleked
up an overshoe, bably lost n the
chase by one of Sister Theresa's girie,
1 reflected. | remembered that whils
at Tech 1 had collected a diversity of
memorabllia trom school girl sequalnt.
ances, and here 1 was beginning a
nsw meries with a string of beads sod
13 overshoe!

A rabbit always an attractive
guarry. Few things basides riches are
so eluuive, and the Hitle fellows have,
Iam & a shrewd humor pecullar to
themselves | rather envied the school
girl who had ventured forth for a walk
la the frut sne of the season
and recalled turtt on Oau
lines the double

caught

in

e

w 10Tm
Aldrich's
tier's I followed
trall

AR

gnaw Tell
agver the !

the ml
company, th
InnEePNnL, an n
lake, while b
toward the

girl and

hey parted
wding off at a
parallel with the
lojs poluted

rabbit I«

bont house.

There was, #o far aa [ knew, only
one studeoat of advesturons blood at
3t Agatha's, and [ was not in the least
surprised Lo see, on the Httle
baleony of the bust house
o'shanter, Bhe wore, oo,
coat 1 remembered from the day 1 saw
her first from the wall. Her back was
toward me as 1 drew pear; her hands
wore thrust into her pockets. Bhe

| was evidently anjoying the soft ming

long of the snow with the still, blus

| waters of the lake; and a girl and a

snow storm are, If you ask my opin-
lon, & pretty combination. The fect of
% facing & wluler #lorm argues

I'm trying my best to think l

other |

mped on |

wheltered |
, e red tam- |
the covert

-:,I.

“’#‘:"Z jﬁhﬁ.‘t-

T ran wp f.ln wtaps, ﬂ
bund, her overshoa in the ¥
drew hack & trifie, just enough to bring
my consclence to Ha knees,
“1 dida't mean to |isten that linr 1
fust happened 1o b on the wall, and
It wis a thoroughly underbred trick—
| my twitting you about H—and T should
have told you before if 1'd known how
Lo soe you—"
‘May 1 trouble vou for that shoe?™
she suid with tremendous dignity
They taught that cold disdain of
man, | suppose, as & meguired study at
St. Agatha's.
tomon rtalaly!
1 me™
Thank you, no!™
S8he took the damp bit of rubber
| wet overshoe

e Won't you allow

-
even If smiall and hal
lowed by associations, Isn'L pretty—an
: Venus might have recelved a wofl-
gholl erab from the hand of & fresh
young merman. | was bétween her
and the steps to which her eyes turned
longingly

'Ol course, If you won't aceept my
apology | can't do anything about It
but 1 hope you understand that I'm
sincere and humble, and auxious to be
fesgiven,”

“You seem to be making 3 good deal
of a small matter—"

“1 wasn't reflerring to the overshoe!™
T sald

She did not relent,

“If you'll only go away—"

She rested ome hand agalnst the
corner Of the boat house, while she
affixed the overshoe to her foot. She
wore, 1 notleed, brown glovea with
cuffs

“How can I go away! You children
are always leaving things about for
me to pick up. I'm perfectly womn out
carrying some gicl's beads nhout with
me;: and ! apolled a good glove on
your overshoe

LS

TN relleve vou of the heads, if you
please
She thrust
s ||' Lier
ahanter shizht
| mors comi
The beads had
oat sinee | fo
ot and gave th
Thank ¥
Of course they

b YOUTS
Qhe thrust thep

Into her pocket

Of course they're mine,” she sald
indignantly, and tt

We'll walve proof o
thgt sort of thing. I'm nn'
entablish a neighborly fes
with agntha’s.  The stone wall
may seem forn bat it's pot of
my bullding must open the gats
That wall's a trifle steep for climbing

1 was amusing mysel! with the ldea
that my identity was a dark mystery
to her. 1 had read English novels in
which the young lord of the manor is
always mistaken for the game-keeper's
son by the pretty daughter of the
curate who has eome home from school
to be the belles of the county. But my
Iady of the red tam-o'shanter was not
a creature of lllusions

“It werves & very good purpose—the
wall, 1 mean—Mr. Gleparm.”

She was walking down the steps and
1 followed, pleased to hear my bame
from her lips. T am not & man to waf
fer a lost school girl to eross my lands
unattendsd in & snow storm. and the
plagza of & hoat house is not, | submil,
A pleasant losfing pisce on & winter
day. She marched bdefors me, her
hands In her pockets—I] liked her par
tleninrly that way—erilh an easy swing
and a light and certain step. Her re
mark atont the wall did not encourage
further conversation and 1 fell back
apos the poels

med (0 go

I property and
SOITY 0
[+t TE o
St

idahble

‘Wlane walls do not a prison maks,
Nor iron bars & cage”

I quoted

“1 have heard that she
safd. half turned her face and laughed
as she hastened on

Her brilllant cheekn were a delight
to the eye. The snow swirled about
her. whitening the crown of her red
cap and cluag 1o her shoulders. Have
you ever seen snow crysiais gleam,
break. dissolve in fair, soft storm-
dlown bay? Do you kpow how a man
will pledge his soul that & particuiar
flake will never fade, pnever cease 0
rest upon a certaln fylng strapd over
& girilsh temple? And he loses—his
heart and wapesr—iu & breath' 1f you
fall to understand these things, and
are furthecmore unfamillar with the
fact that the oolor in the cheeks of
& girl who walks abroad lo & driviag
anow storm marks Lhe favor of heaven
| {tself. then | waste time, and yoo will
do well to rap at tae door of annther
Inn

“I'd rathor o
'dn‘]! I shou '!
apologize M | hadn't

“Sister “Theresa

larind

wefore’

"1 sald;

have !-l on

‘and
over to
nfrald.™

rather
And we're

caller

hann
fleren”
nllowed
It sayn

ahe de
{1

&0 1n ihe

not
receive genlionen
catalogie
"So | Im dinter The
resa s

“Yeus, ank you

“And Mlas
well, 1 hope*

s quite

She turaed her hes my way
thongh ta careinlly, and
ber step for a moment;

| their she hurrled blithely forward.

“Oh, she's always well, 1 belleve®

“You know her, of eourne”

“Rather! She teaches munic

“S80 Miss Devervux ls the musle
teacher, 1s she! Should you call her
a popular tegoher?™

“The girls eall her"—ale seomed
| moved to mirth by the recollsction—
“Migs Prim and Prosy™

“Ugh!™ 1 satlaimead aympathietically,
“Tall and Mengry looking, with jong
talons that pound ihe keys with grim
delight. | kmow the pert”

“fhe's a night!“—and my gulde
langhed approvingty. “But we have
to ke her; she's part of the treat
meat™

m-n.-lmu

ar

lsten mMiore

sluckened

g.fl
dhe

.tlm'cu " wore. a sanatoripm.”

“Oh, s Unl o M
worse,"”

We lmmm‘hm! the -nh- Her In
diference to the #lorm, delighicd me
Hore, I thought In my admiration, is &
real product of the Wentern owrld. 1
felt that we had made strides toward
#uch a commdeallp as it 18 prope:
shonld exist between g school girl In
her thens and a male pelghbor of 27
I was—golng back to Eaglish fietion
the young squire wulking home witl
the curate's pretly youtg danghte:
and conversing with fine condescsen
slim

there

We girli 2l wish we ronld come
over and help hunt the lost (ressnre
It must be simply splendid to Jive In
a house wherw there's n mystery—ae
erel passages and chests of douhipons
and all thit sort of thing! My!
Glbonrm, | you spend
your nights exploring seero!
aigen®

This free oxpression
startled me. though she ke
ly Innocent of Impertinence

“Whi says there's any aecrel o
the house™ 1 demanded

“Oh. Ferguson, the gardeusr,
the girle!"

“1 tear Ferguson s drawing on hi:
Imagination "

Well, all the people In the villa=w
think so. Tve heard the candy
woman speak of it often”

“She’'d bettar attend to her tafly.”
1 retorted

“Oh, you musa’t be sousitive abou!
ft!. All us girls think it ever so ro
mantic. and call you sometimes
the lord of the realm, and wlhen we
see vou walking through the durklis
at avenfail we foor
hrooding

Thisg, dellver 1
of ane who was ha'l
imfrovist
and I lnughe

I hop
klck
and 1«

Hut

Squire
BUDPpose

of onlr

ed who!
Lot

and ail

shoy

il "1

1pon th vere 1
\

(

oting and

ne wWhs

I w

1 wal

|
gardene
Olivis
called Min
sir!

“You've
kopt s
The mow
short alternoon wes
I did not
the youth,

hand
stifl fell
Dear
like to Jose bher—1the
the mirth for which
stood. Lights nirendy gleamed In
school bulldings stralght before us
and the sight of them smote me wit}
lonellness

"Olivia Gisdys Armstrong™ nhe
sald, laughlom, Dbrushed past me
through the gate and ran lightly over
the snow toward Bt Agatha's

('l'b Bs Cootinoed )

ITEMS OF
INTEREST.

School shildren In Kestucky have
ro far contributed $714.84 toward a
State Bullding at the Jamestown Ex-
position,

Jobn Sacra was coanvicted of crim
inal assanlt on Mary Gladder nh
Russellville, but Immediately wfter
the verdiet was meodered was
"ted away to Eddyville 10 avoid an
chance of Irnching, the people of
Russellville belng angry becaunse hi
vordict was mot death Bacra was
rharged with complicity In the
sritme, for which two men were hang-
ed.

splr-

Owngsville, Ky, March 1.—Pearl
Hughen, & woman horsethlef,
tried to-day and found gullty
rent to the penitentinry for
yoars. It i3 thought Judge
will modify the seutéence and
her o the Sehool of Raform
| exington.

wan
and
two
Young
send
in

Mt. Sterling,
men on
county Jall,

Ky.., March 2-—Arm-
guard tonight at
prepared to
A whlch bhas heen expected to
try to take from Uis cell Fhill
Rotls, & negro, charged with atbempi-
el criminal essanlt on Miss Mary
Prewitt, thirteen old, -
Caughter of Henry Biate
Insarance Commissioper bate
hour to-night the yriet
and it was Lelleved thal
the mob had been letsened,
vigllanoe wna not
could not tell what would happen be
fore morning.

It the mob docs e
fall 1t will be largely on accouni of
the position taken by Mr, Frewitt
Mo was not told of the act of 1he

ad
the

wod

Are

Tresist

yEars
Prewitt
At a
town Was
danger {rom
nlthough
relaxed,

as one

not storm

IWH unyl the Iatter was aiTost-
ro |80 here toeday, It was feared that
l\lr Prowitt would o somuthing Vio-
{'ent when he jearned thut the nBe
cr0 bad tried to lay his  honds
ihe voung girl, so famils
the matter oulet
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